
Centre 81’s Newsletter 

A New Beginning For Centre 81 

Inside this edition of the newsletter is an interview with Steve Scott, 

Chairman of Centre 81 Trustee’s.  We asked Steve what he thought was 

the greatest threat and greatest opportunity for Centre 81 in the coming    

months and years.  Steve's response follows: 

 

“Until 7th April I would have said that the biggest threat facing Centre 81 

was not being able to move from Tar Works Road.  It’s been a great home 

to us, but I am sure that everyone would agree that it’s not the easiest 

place to get around in a wheelchair and most of the buildings are now 

showing their age. 

 

However on 7th April 2021, Great Yarmouth Borough Council granted us 

planning permission for the change of use of  Yare House in Morton Peto 

Road.  Which meant that we were able to go ahead and buy it,  Yare 

House will be our new home.  More space, better facilities and room for 

more members to join in the fun.  This is a huge opportunity for  

Centre 81 and our fantastic members who will have the centre they truly        

deserve.”  Steve Scott  April 2021 
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 Arthur’s Memories 
Arthur was born & bred in the same house in Great Yarmouth that 

he is still living in today. 

 

His first job,  as a very young lad was at the Great Yarmouth Stadium 

walking all the greyhounds.   Although he enjoyed that job, he got 

promoted and moved on within the Stadium. 

 

As a young man with a passion for cars  Arthur found his dream job 

in a garage.  This was the beginning of his future career and Arthur 

decided he wanted to work for himself.   When the owner retired,  

Arthur bought the taxi company he was then working for.   He 

managed the company and drove the taxis until he became too ill to 

work. 

 

Arthur’s hobbies include going on boat trips, people watching and 

watching shows and wildlife,  as he has a big interest in all animals. 
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Arthur & Janet  

on their wedding day 
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John Solomon 
John was the eldest of five children and was brought up in Kent.  

He attended boarding school which he loved.  After leaving school,  

John lived with some friends before deciding he wanted to go out 

to work.  He was employed by the Home Office, working for 

Communications and was attached to the Metropolitan Police.  His 

work sometimes took him to New Scotland Yard.  

Moving to Norfolk in 2003,  he lived in Norwich first then moved 

to Great Yarmouth in 2006.  

Joining Centre 81 in 2009,  he started as a volunteer and then got 

involved with the Board of Trustees and is now a Member Trustee 

who is also responsible for Staff  Welfare. 

John married Linda and they have a daughter, Rebecca, who John 

now lives with alongside a dog, a rescue cat and 4 horses. 

His interests when he 

has the time include 

reading,  documentaries 

and history.  John can 

also  play the trumpet 

and has played in a  

number of different 

groups and orchestras,  

as well as teaching music 

to others. 
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Paul Williamson Travels 
Paul was born in East London and adopted as a baby.  He lived in 

East Ham (near the West Ham Football Stadium) and on match 

days all the roads were full and you couldn’t park your car.  Dad 

used to say ”never live near a football stadium”.  The family 

moved to Walthamstow E17, when Paul was 9 years old. 

Paul attended Chapel End Secondary School.   When Paul left 

school, he went to work in the world famous Smithfield Meat 

Market,.   His shift started at 5am, but the bonus to that was he 

was able to have discount off his fresh meat.  He  

enjoyed working at Smithfield's for 6 years. 

Paul had always wanted to travel and so he got a 

job as a London Bus driver, which he continued to 

do until ill health brought his working life to an 

end. 

Travelling on a bus was not the only travelling Paul 

succumbed to..  He has been fortunate and       

adventurous enough to have been to Cambodia, 

Malaysia, Singapore, Tahiti,  Vietnam, Easter Island, 

Chile,  Argentina, Paraguay, Uruguay and finally 

Brazil.  Returning to the UK in 2005. 

Paul moved from the smog to Norfolk in 2008 

just before being diagnosed with MS and         

considers himself lucky to have completed his travels before fate 

stepped in. 

Paul joined Centre 81 in 2012,  he remembers that one of his 

first impressions was that he was treated like a normal bloke, not 

as a person with a disability. 

“The 

World 

is your 

Oyster” 
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Which Member Quiz 

1. Who are the Centre’s biggest Norwich City Fans? 

2. Which member worked in a herring factory? 

3. Who’s favourite colour is orange? 

4. Which member supports West Ham? 

5. Who was born in Rhodesia (Zimbabwe) and also worked for 

The Home Office? 

6. Who ran a Fish and Chip shop in Hazlerigg, Newcastle? 

7. Which member trained to be a jockey in their younger days? 

8. Which lovely lady member of ours worked at the McIntosh 

chocolate factory for 27years? 

9. Who went camping every year in Cornwall and enjoyed 

surfing? 

10. Someone was born in Texas.  Who? 

 

Check 

your 

answers 

 on  

Page 17 
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“Springtime in the Garden” 
Meet our very own gardener..... Volunteer John Prime. 

“This time of the year there’s lots to do in the garden, whether it 

is weeding the flower borders or picking weeds out of the plant 

pots and tubs.  You can plant some bulbs ready to flower in the 

summer.  March is also the time to set potatoes.  Once you’ve dug 

the trench you can line it with newspaper then put in the seed 

potatoes and cover with a mixture of manure and soil.   You 

scoop the soil in mounds so there’s a gulley beside them.  Early 

potatoes will be ready for lifting in June and the main crop will be 

ready for lifting in September. 

If you have a greenhouse with heating, it is also possible to grow 

tomatoes......in MARCH!!!” 

John currently volunteers one day a week and keeps the gardens 

neat and tidy.  Thank you John, as a volunteer you are a big part of 

the Centre, as are all our other volunteers. 
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The UK’s first chocolate egg was produced in Bristol in 1873. 

Easter is celebrated on the Sunday after the full moon following March 

21st 

The Easter bunny legend began in 

Germany. 

The holiday was named after the 

Anglo-Saxon Goddess Eostre. 

More than 1.5 million Cadbury 

Crème Eggs are produced every 

day 

 

  E is for Eggs   

  A nd Family too   

  S pring is in the air   

  T he sun is shining through   

  E aster Bunnies picking flowers   

  R ain drops from the April showers   

Easter Poem by Nicky 

Fun Facts 
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NEWS 

Centre 81 has 

given an Easter 

Egg to every 

member and 

person who 

uses the 

Centre, thanks 

to a generous 

donation from 

our local ASDA 

Store and 

Housing 21 

  

Cooking 

Time 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Easter 

Shortbread 
Ingredients 

125g/4oz unsalted butter, softened 

55g/2oz caster sugar, plus extra to finish 

180g/6oz plain flour 

C E N T R E  8 1 ’ S  N E W S L E T T E R  

Method: 

Preheat the oven to 190C/170C Fan/Gas 5. 

 

Beat the butter and sugar together until smooth. 

 

Stir in the flour to get a smooth paste. Turn on to a work surface 

and gently roll out until the paste is 1cm/½in thick. 

 

Cut into rounds or fingers and place onto a baking tray. Sprinkle 

with caster sugar and chill in the fridge for 20 minutes. 

 

Bake in the oven for 15-20 minutes, or until pale golden-brown. 

Set aside to cool on a wire rack... Enjoy it . 

Preparation time:  less than 30 minutes 

Cooking time: 10 to 30 minutes 

Makes: 20 to 24 shortbread 

https://www.bbc.co.uk/food/butter
https://www.bbc.co.uk/food/caster_sugar
https://www.bbc.co.uk/food/plain_flour
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Trevor was born in 1955, youngest of twin boys, his brother 

Martin was born five minutes earlier.  The boys were born at the King Edward the Sev-

enth Hospital in Windsor. 

 

At 12 years of age Trevor remembers going to a PE lesson, he had forgotten his PE Kit, 

so the teacher said he had to wear a netball skirt.  Trevor refused and ran home.   

When he returned to school the next day,  he was given the cane.  How times have 

changed nowadays he would have been allowed to wear a skirt.  

 

When Trevor was 15 years old he started working at Hounslow Post Office delivering 

telegrams on a pushbike.  Trevor became a postman 3 years later but unfortunately an 

accident 9 months later ended his career. 

Alison Hazell 
Alison was born in Marple,  Man-

chester in 1964.  She was the only 

daughter to her parents who were 

both school teachers.  Alison has 3 

brothers. 

 

At the age of 16 Alison became a 

children's nanny to 2 families caring 

for four children under the age of 4.   

She was a keen horse rider and  

enjoyed teaching very young children 

to ride.   The happiest times for  

Alison were whilst she was a nanny. 

 

Alison moved to Norfolk in 2000 

and started at Centre 81 in 2007.  

Her hobbies are playing games, cro-

chet and baking.  

 

“Coming to the centre is excellent, 

its family.”    

 

Trevor and Alison met at Centre 81 

in 2012 and married in 2016 at  

Gt Yarmouth library,  getting blessed 

at the centre by Alison’s own aunt. 

Love blossomed at Centre 81  
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Trevor Hazell 

Mr and Mrs Hazell married on  11th November 2016 
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Which word is  

missing from the 

word search? 

 

1      Canaries 

2      Daniel Farke 

3 Carrow Road 

4 Delia Smith 

5 Michael 

Wynn-Jones 

6 Players 

7 Goal 

8 Referee 

9 Whistle 

10 Fans 

11 Mexican 

Wave 

12 Trophys 

13 Yellow and 

Green 
 .  

Wayne’s World Word-Search 



History of Centre 81 
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Centre 81 has been providing services to adults with physical and other        

disabilities since it opened in 1981, the International  Year of Disabled Persons.  

In 1982 it officially opened its doors two days a week, operating out of a used 

portacabin donated by a local oil industry company.  

 

In 1986 the charity moved to Tar  Works Road taking the used portacabin with 

them on the back of a low loader.  In1989 the trustees were able to purchase 

the site for £143,000.   A further £56,000 was raised from the Make Us Mobile 

(MUM) appeal to purchase three new minibuses.  

 

In 2008, Centre 81 changed its offer from traditional day care to more          

progressive outward facing day opportunities, supporting members’ use of   

wider community facilities as well as retaining the vital building based Skills & 

Activities Centre. 

 

Undertaking a wide range of activities at Tar Works Road and in the wider  

community including theatre, bowling, shopping, garden centres and lots of 

meals out preferably at a pub. 

 

All involved with Centre 81were very aware that the buildings at Tar  Works 

Road were rapidly approaching the end of their useful life.   In 2015 the Trustees 

purchased the neighbouring piece of land with plans to create a bespoke    

building for Centre 81.  This proved to be beyond the charity’s finances.  

 

In 2020 we finally located a suitable building that was affordable.  Our ambition 

is to provide our members with the space and specialist facilities to meet our 

business aspirations, the operational needs of our services, the Skills and  

Activities Centre, the Community Transport Service and to extend services to 

include evening and weekend opening subject to demand /operating logistics. 
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Mark Weavers - One of our Fantastic Drivers 
 

Mark was born in Gorleston in February1964 and has spent most of his life in the 

town,  attending Claydon High School and then Easton Agricultural College near 

Norwich.   After graduating, Mark went into pig farming, a job he really enjoyed, 

he loved working with the animals and in his own words, ”especially the pretty 

ones”. 

 

Following three years of farming, Mark decided to join the family business and 

work alongside his father in the famous Weavers Fish and Chip Shop, in Baker 

Street, Gorleston.  Mark eventually took over from his father and spent 25 years 

serving the hungry hoards. 

 

Unsocial hours and rumbling spuds in the cold took it’s toll and Mark sold the 

shop.  After taking time out for twelve months or so, he then saw a position for a 

driver at Centre 81, applied for the role and was offered a volunteer position. 

Management soon realised what a top guy he was and Mark started working at 

the centre in September 2011. 

 

So, 10 happy years later at Centre 81, Mark particularly likes developing strong 

relationships with the members and equally happy bonding with the members of 

the Memory and Stroke Clubs.  Mark’s late parents used the Door-to-Door      

service and like many other members, regarded it as a lifeline.  He enjoys the 

company of the other drivers and the banter with the assistant facilitators  

describing the centre as one big happy family,  if not a slightly dysfunctional one. 

 

Married to Tracey, they both enjoy time with their 

children and grandson.  They both love to travel and 

have combined another of Mark’s passions,  

motorcycles, travelling around most of Europe with 

Tracey as pillion passenger.   Another hobby of Mark’s 

is playing the guitar, whilst admitting to be no Eric 

Clapton, he can certainly hold his own. 
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The Driving Force Behind Centre 81 
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Liz’s Story 

Lynn has 2 brothers,  Andrew and Wayne and has a funny memory back 

when she was 5.  Playing with them both, the Christmas tree toppled over 

on her and she got tangled up in the lights and branches.  Lynn also has a 

niece and a nephew. 

 

As a little girl Lynn attended Hillside school in 

Bradwell, where she recalls enjoying her time 

there. She lived in Blackpool for a while, but 

didn't like it. 

 

A frequent traveller, Lynn has spent a few 

Christmas’ in Australia where she goes to visit 

family and friends.  A few years ago she was 

lucky enough to attend her cousins wedding 

whilst on a trip down under. 

 

Lynn previously enjoyed sailing with Centre 

81 where she achieved Sailability’s Award for 

Most Improved Sailor and she has also in the 

past spent some time as a volunteer at Centre 81. 

Lynn Jackman 

Liz McWilliams was born in Northampton in1960, she 

is the eldest of four brothers and one sister. 

 

At the age of 17, Liz started working at a chicken   

factory,  where she remembers at Christmas the staff 

received a free chicken and eggs.  Liz worked there for 

a few years. 

 

Liz has 3 daughters,  Annabel,  Amanda and Isobel and 

has 5 grandchildren.   

 

She has been happily married to Paul since 1991.  They 

share their home with their pet rabbit, cat, 2 dogs and 

2 parrots.  Her hobbies include crochet, cross stitch 

and jewellery making and she enjoys going on holiday. 
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Phone: 555-555-5555 

Fax: 555-555-5555 

E-mail: someone@example.com 

Centre 81,Tar Works Rd, 

Great Yarmouth  

NR30 1QR  

Being a Volunteer 
“ Hi there! I am so glad we moved to Norfolk! I love help-

ing people and animals, singing, drama, painting, reading, the-

atre, ballet and meditation.  My husband Tony and I like to 

help at the Greyhound Rescue Centre at Hainford, near 

Norwich. 

 

I became involved with Centre 81 about four and a half 

years ago and have lived in Martham for 5 years now.  As a 

volunteer I am involved with quite a number of things  

supporting the members in activities such as drama, singing, 

games and basically anything to help them. 

 

Being a volunteer at Centre 81is really precious to me, I 

cannot imagine what it would be like if I didn’t go, it’s the 

best thing I've done since moving to Norfolk.  

 

The members and staff are great, its a marvellous place to 

be, everyone’s a gem. Love it.  

 

I have really missed my role there over the last 12 months 

due to Covid and I can’t wait to get back!” 

 

Lorrraine Lewin 
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Steve Scott  
Chair of Centre 81 Trustees  

I’m a Yarmouth boy.  I was born and brought up in the town.  After I 

left the Technical High School I trained as a journalist and worked on 

several newspapers, including the Eastern Daily Press.  I left the EDP in 

1984 to set up a wine business and then in 1989 a friend and I formed 

TMS Media,  a  creative agency that designs things like brochures and 

websites, and helps companies to get their news into the press and on 

radio and television. 

 

I’ve been a trustee at Centre 81 for nine years and have been chairman 

since January 2020.  How I became involved is a bit of a blur.   About  

12 years ago, Diana, who I had never met, rang and invited me to      

become a trustee - and I’m afraid I declined.  I was so busy at work 

that I didn’t think I’d have the time to do it properly.   About three 

years later she rang and asked me again, and despite being just as busy  

I heard myself saying yes.  And that was that.  I was hooked! 

 

I haven’t regretted it for one minute. I really enjoy being able to      

contribute as a trustee, particularly with the prospect of a new home 

on the horizon, and love being able to chat to members, staff and         

volunteers when I come to the skills and activities centre.  There’s    

always such a great sense of fun about the place, and a visit never fails 

to cheer me up. 

 

I am enormously proud to be chairman of the Centre 81 board.  This 

mainly involves presiding over the monthly meetings of the board of 

ten trustees, which Diana and Julie also attend.  Due to Covid          

restrictions, meetings currently take place via Zoom and can last up to 

two hours. These are an opportunity for trustees to be brought up to 

speed on what’s been going on and to support Diana in shaping the  

future of the charity.   The trustees are also responsible for ensuring 

what’s called the ‘good governance’ of Centre 81.   This means we have 

to make sure that the charity is properly run and operates in the best 

interests of its members. 

 

I love being a trustee and feel honoured to be chairman of such a  

committed, enthusiastic, knowledgeable and supportive board with 

such a broad range of skills and experience.  Our meetings are always 

positive – and sometimes quite funny – and we ensure that every 

decision we take is in the best interests of our members and staff. 
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Who’s Who 
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Steve Scott 

Chair 
Richard Packham 

Vice-Chair 

John Solomon Linda Smith Karl Jermyn 

Sally Ward 

Colin Williams-Brunsdon 

Jonny Wood John Burton 

Louise Jordan-Hall 
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Yare House Draft Floor Plan 
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1. Wayne Brooks & 

Carmella Ewels 

2. Walter Higgins 

3. Phyllis Yates 

4. Paul Williamson 

5. John Solomon 

6. Pat Jameson 

7. Richard Jex 

8. Freda Eagle 

9. Sean Randall 

10. Josh Lobo 
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Missing Word - Canaries 

Which Member? Quiz 



This issue was created by the Blue Bubble Members and  

the following Assistant Facilitators: 

 

Cristina de Paz Joanne Squires 

Diane Worboys Mark Rocket 

Robert Caley 

Look out for the next issue available in November   

which will be created by the Red Bubble  

members and staff 

Follow us at  
www.centre81.co.uk 

http://www.centre81.co.ul

